
BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

 

A G E N D A 

 

Work Session, Executive Session and Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

    

 

Date:      September 28, 2015 

  

Open Public Meetings Statement by 

Mayor Suarez 

 

Work Session: 6:00 P.M. C.T.O.: 6:00 P.M. 

  Adjourn:  6:39 P.M. 

  

 JEG Energy Services Presentation  
 

Mayor Suarez – Adjournment into closed Executive  

Session in accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act” 

 

Executive Session: 6:30 P.M. C.T.O.: 6:40 P.M. 

  Adjourn: 7:36 P.M. 

 

Public Session:    7:30 P.M. C.T.O.: 7:39 P.M. 

  Adjourn: 8:40 P.M. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Invocation: 

 

Citizens Comment on Agenda:     

 

Correspondence:   

 

 

 

 

As advertised, hearing will be held on Ordinance No. 2287 entitled, “A CAPITAL ORDINANCE 

APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $175,000.00 FOR ABBOTT AVENUE IMPROVEMENTS, 

SECTION 3, PROJECT BY THE BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD FOR  AND TO 

APPROPRIATE $149,000.00 FROM A NJDOT FISCAL YEAR 2015 MUNICIPAL AID 

GRANT AND 26,000.00 FROM BERGEN COUNTY RIDGEFIELD BOROUGH CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENT FUND” 

 

Entertain motion to declare the time for the public hearing to be declared open 

  

  ROLL CALL-WORK SESSION 

  PRESENT    ABSENT 
 

Mayor Suarez            X 
                                     

Castelli               X 

Acosta                                         X 

Penabad              X 

Shim                   X 

Todd                   X 

Vincentz             X 

    ROLL CALL-EXEC. SESSION 

  PRESENT    ABSENT 
 

Mayor Suarez            X 
                                     

Castelli               X 

Acosta                                         X 

Penabad              X 

Shim                   X 

Todd                   X 

Vincentz             X 

   ROLL CALL-PUBLIC SESSION 

  PRESENT    ABSENT 
 

Mayor Suarez            X 
                                     

Castelli               X 

Acosta                                        X  

Penabad              X 

Shim                   X 

Todd                   X 

Vincentz             X 

 



Public Hearing  

 

Entertain motion to declare the time for the public hearing to be declared closed 

 

Final Reading of Ordinance 

 

Roll Call 

 

 

 

Introduction of Ordinance No. 2288 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND 

SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 375 “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” SECTION 375-6 

“LIMITED DURATION PARKING AREAS” TO ADD ADDITIONAL AREAS” 

 

First Reading of Ordinance 

 

Roll Call 

 

 

Introduction of Ordinance No. 2289 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 375-5 

OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD ENTITLED NO PARKING AREAS” 

 

First Reading of Ordinance 

 

Roll Call 

 

 

 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

238-2015 Councilman Penabad Overpayment Refund Due to Homestead Rebate 

239-2015 Councilman Penabad Overpayment of Taxes – Block 101, Lot 15 

240-2015 Councilman Penabad Refund 2015 Veteran Deduction 

241-2015 Councilman Penabad Cancel Accounts Payable 

242-2015 Councilman Castelli Authorize Mayor to Sign Grant Agreement for  

  Improvements to Oak Street 

243-2015 Councilman Penabad COAH Approve Amendment to MSSDA 

244-2015 Councilman Acosta Hire DPW Seasonal Employee 

245-2015 Councilman Penabad Authorize Release of Performance Bond 

246-2015 Mayor Suarez Continuing Support for the Goals and Purposes of the  

  2004 Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act 

247-2015 Councilman Castelli Endorse 2016 CDBG Project – Edgewater Avenue  

  Sewer Repairs 

248-2015 Councilman Castelli Professional Services 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

249-2015 Mayor Suarez Appoint OEM Director 

250-2015 Councilman Acosta Renewal of Liquor License 

251-2015 Councilman Penabad Warrants 

 

 

COMMENTS BY MAYOR: 

 

Coin Toss Request: 

 

RMHS Project Graduation APPROVED 

November 28, 2015 

April 9, 2016 

 

Slocum Skewes 8th Grade Class APPROVED 

March 19, 2016 

April 30, 2016 

 

Request to Close Street: 

 

A.W. Meyer – Oct-tool-berfest APPROVED 

Close Oritan Avenue 

September 30-October 3, 2015 

 

 

 

COMMENTS BY COUNCILMEN: 

 

 

 

 

COMMENTS BY CITIZENS:  (All speakers are limited to five minutes maximum per meeting) 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Acosta                                                           X 

Penabad         X 

Shim              X 

Todd              X 

Vincentz        X 

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

 

Agenda subject to change as a result of matters not known at time of printing with the consent of 

the Mayor and Council. 

 

 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

    Linda M. Silvestri, 

    Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

        Meeting September 28, 2015 

   

Presented by Mayor Suarez  

  

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the regular public meeting be adjourned, and that the Mayor and 

Council of the Borough of Ridgefield shall meet in a closed Executive Session following a five 

minute recess at the termination of this meeting.  The purpose of the Executive Session shall be 

to discuss the following matters: 

 

____ Personnel matters in various departments of the 

            Borough. 

 

____ Pending and Potential Litigation 

 

____ Tax Court Litigation. 

 

____ Potential real estate transactions in which the 

Borough may engage. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as soon as practicable discussion concerning  

 

____ Personnel matters 

 

____ Potential real estate transactions shall be disclosed 

to the public. 

 

____ And that discussions with the Borough Attorney  

concerning litigation shall be disclosed when said 

litigation is terminated. 

 

Adjournment to Closed Session.  The Mayor and Council reserve the right to reconvene 

into Public Session, if necessary, to take action on Closed Session items. 

 

 

 

Approved:                       Attest: 

 

 

_______________________         ________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor         Linda M. Silvestri,  

       Borough Clerk 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Acosta             

Penabad           

Shim                

Todd                

Vincentz          

Mayor Suarez   

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Councilman Penabad 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2287 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield that an Ordinance entitled 

 

“A CAPITAL ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $175,000.00 FOR ABBOTT 

AVENUE IMPROVEMENTS, SECTION 3, PROJECT BY THE BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

FOR  AND TO APPROPRIATE $149,000.00 FROM A NJDOT FISCAL YEAR 2015 

MUNICIPAL AID GRANT AND 26,000.00 FROM BERGEN COUNTY RIDGEFIELD 

BOROUGH CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND” 

 

introduced on the 14th day of September, 2015, do now pass a final reading and be adopted, and 

that the Borough Clerk be and she is authorized and directed to publish once, the aforesaid title, 

together with a notice of the date of its passage on final reading and approval thereof in The 

Record, a newspaper circulating in the Borough of Ridgefield. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________  _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

       Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Acosta                                                          X 

Penabad          X 

Shim               X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Mayor Suarez   

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 14, 2015 

  

Presented by Councilman Penabad   

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2287 

 

“A CAPITAL ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $175,000.00 FOR ABBOTT 

AVENUE IMPROVEMENTS, SECTION 3, PROJECT BY THE BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

FOR  AND TO APPROPRIATE $149,000.00 FROM A NJDOT FISCAL YEAR 2015 

MUNICIPAL AID GRANT AND 26,000.00 FROM RIDGEFIELD CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 

FUND” 

 
 

 BE IT ORDAINED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Ridgefield in the County 

of Bergen, New Jersey (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) 

as follows: 

 

SECTION 1.  The improvement described in Section 2 of this Ordinance is hereby respectively 

authorized as a general improvement to be made by the Borough of Ridgefield, New Jersey, for 

the said improvements or purposes stated in Section 2, there are hereby appropriated the sum of 

money therein stated as the appropriation made for said improvement or purpose, said sum being 

inclusive of all appropriations herefore made thereof and amounting in the aggregate to 

$149,000.00 from a NJDOT Fiscal Year 2015 Municipal Aid Grant and $26,000 which is now 

available in the Capital Improvement Fund. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Borough of Ridgefield, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, is 

hereby authorized to provide for the following: 

 

 Abbott Avenue Improvements, Section 3 

            Including all labor, material costs and 

 Appurtenances necessary and related thereto  $175,00.00 

 

SECTION 3.  It is hereby determined and stated: 

 

 (a) That said purpose is not a current expense.  That the same is an improvement 

which the municipality may lawfully make and that no part of the cost of said improvement has 

been or shall be specifically be assessed on properties specifically benefited. 

 

It is not necessary to finance said appropriation by the issuance of obligations by the Borough of 

Ridgefield pursuant to the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, for the reason that 

monies sufficient to cover the appropriation thereof shall be available  from a NJDOT Fiscal 

Year 2015 Municipal Aid Grant in the amount of $149,000.00 and from the Capital 

Improvement Fund in the amount of $26,000.00. 

 



SECTION 4.  The Capital Budget of the Borough of Ridgefield is hereby amended or established 

to conform with the provisions of this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  

The resolution in the form promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing all detail of the 

amended or temporary Capital Budget and capital program as approved by the Director of the 

Division of Local Government Services, is on file with the Clerk and is available for public 

inspection. 

 

SECTION 5.  The sum of $175,000.00 is hereby appropriated for the aforementioned purpose. 

 

SECTION 6.  It is hereby determined and stated that no supplemental debt statement is required 

to be made and signed in connection with said appropriation, since the gross debt of the 

municipality, as defined under the Local Bond Law, is not increased by this Ordinance and no 

obligations in the matter of notes or bonds are authorized by this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 7.  This Ordinance shall take effect after publication thereof and final passage as 

required by law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________  _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

   Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Councilman Acosta  

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2288 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield that an Ordinance entitled 

 

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 375 “VEHICLES 

AND TRAFFIC” SECTION 375-6 “LIMITED DURATION PARKING AREAS” TO ADD 

ADDITIONAL AREAS” 

 

introduced on the 28th day of September, 2015 do now pass a first reading and that said 

Ordinance be further considered for final passage at a regular meeting to be held on the 12th day 

of October, 2015  at 7:30 P.M. or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached at the regular 

meeting of the Borough Council in the Ridgefield Public Library, 527 Morse Avenue, in the 

Borough of Ridgefield, and that at such time and place, all persons interested be given an 

opportunity to   be heard concerning the same, that the Borough Clerk be and she is hereby 

authorized and directed to publish in The Record, a newspaper circulating in the Borough of 

Ridgefield said Ordinance according to law, with a notice of its introduction and passage on first 

reading, and of the time and place when and where said Ordinance will be further considered for 

final passage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________  _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

       Borough Clerk 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Acosta                                                          X 

Penabad          X 

Shim               X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Mayor Suarez   

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Councilman Acosta  

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2288 

 

 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 375 “VEHICLES 

AND TRAFFIC” SECTION 375-6 “LIMITED DURATION PARKING AREAS” TO ADD 

ADDITIONAL AREAS” 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey, being the governing body thereof, that Chapter 375 “Vehicles and 

Traffic”, Section 375-6 “Limited Duration Parking Areas” of the Code of the Borough of 

Ridgefield be and is hereby amended and supplemented as follows: 

 

Section I: 

  

§ 375-6 Limited duration parking areas. 

C. Parking is hereby prohibited on the following streets or parts thereof in the Borough of 

Ridgefield between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. for a period longer than 30 minutes: 

(4)  On the westerly side of Bergen Boulevard beginning at a point 72 feet north from the point 

where said westerly curb line of Bergen Boulevard intersects with the northerly curb line of 

Oakdene Avenue and continuing in a northerly direction along Bergen Boulevard a distance of 

20 feet to 92 feet, directly adjacent to the address commonly known as 611 Bergen Boulevard. 

Section II:    Repealer. 

 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent or in conflict with this Ordinance are 

hereby repealed as to said inconsistencies and conflicts. 

 

Section III: Severability. 

  

If any section, part of any section, or clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason 

held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the remaining provisions of 

this Ordinance, and each section and subsection thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or 

more of the subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases may be declared unconstitutional or 

invalid.  

 

 

 



Section IV:  This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication 

according to law. 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________  _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

       Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Councilman Acosta  

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2289 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield that an Ordinance entitled 

 

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 375-5 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

RIDGEFIELD ENTITLED NO PARKING AREAS” 

 

introduced on the 28th day of September, 2015 do now pass a first reading and that said 

Ordinance be further considered for final passage at a regular meeting to be held on the 12th day 

of October, 2015  at 7:30 P.M. or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached at the regular 

meeting of the Borough Council in the Ridgefield Public Library, 527 Morse Avenue, in the 

Borough of Ridgefield, and that at such time and place, all persons interested be given an 

opportunity to   be heard concerning the same, that the Borough Clerk be and she is hereby 

authorized and directed to publish in The Record, a newspaper circulating in the Borough of 

Ridgefield said Ordinance according to law, with a notice of its introduction and passage on first 

reading, and of the time and place when and where said Ordinance will be further considered for 

final passage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________  _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

       Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Acosta                                                          X 

Penabad          X 

Shim               X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Mayor Suarez   

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Councilman Acosta  

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2289 

 

 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 375-5 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

RIDGEFIELD ENTITLED NO PARKING AREAS” 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 375 “Vehicles and Traffic”, Section 375-5 “No 

Parking Areas” of the Code of the Borough of Ridgefield be and is hereby amended and 

supplemented as follows: 

 

Section I: 

 

§ 375-5 No parking areas. 

 

A. Parking is hereby prohibited on streets or parts thereof in the Borough of Ridgefield 

as follows: 

 

(108) On the northerly side of Maple Avenue beginning at a point 282 feet west from the point 

where said northerly curb line of Maple Avenue intersects with the westerly curb line of Broad 

Avenue at the northwestern corner of that intersection, and continuing in a northerly direction 

from that point a distance of 9 feet, to the point of 291 feet. 

 

Section II: In all other respects, the terms, conditions and provisions of Section 375-5 of 

the Code of the Borough of Ridgefield are hereby ratified and affirmed. 

 

Section III: All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby 

repealed. 

 

Section IV:  This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication 

according to law. 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________  _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

   Borough Clerk 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Councilman Penabad 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 238-2015 

 

 WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey issued Homestead Rebates for qualified properties 

located in the Borough of Ridgefield that were directly applied to homeowner’s Second Quarter 

2015 property taxes; and  

 

 WHEREAS, applying said rebates has caused an overpayment to occur on properties 

where the Second Quarter 2015 payments had already been made or were exempt from paying 

taxes to the Borough.  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield that refunds be issued according to the following schedule:  

 

                             Property Owner                 Block Lot Qualifier               Address                           Amount 

                              

  Grace Oriente                Block 106 Lot 2 554 Elm Avenue $576.05  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved: Attest: 

  

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor    Linda M. Silvestri,  

       Borough Clerk 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Acosta                                                          X 

Penabad          X 

Shim               X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Mayor Suarez   

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Councilman Penabad 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 239-2015 

 

 WHEREAS, an overpayment of taxes was received in the Borough of Ridgefield for the 

fourth quarter 2014 for Block 101 Lot 15, also known as 585 Elm Avenue; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield that a refund in the amount of $1,327.06 for the fourth quarter 2014 be issued to Ana 

Reyes. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer be and he is 

hereby authorized to issue a check in the total amount of $1,327.06 made payable to Ana Reyes 

and be mailed to 585 Elm Avenue, Ridgefield, New Jersey 07657.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved: Attest: 

  

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor    Linda M. Silvestri,  

       Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Acosta                                                          X 

Penabad          X 

Shim               X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Mayor Suarez   

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Councilman Penabad  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 240-2015 

 

 WHEREAS, the property owner at 684 Linden Avenue, also known as Block 203 Lot 5 

in the Borough of Ridgefield was to receive a Veteran deduction for the year 2015 which was 

erroneously removed from the tax bill; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield that a refund in the amount of $250.00 for the Veteran Deduction be given to Lillian 

Benvenuti for the year 2015; 

  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer be and he is 

hereby authorized to issue a check in the total amount of $250.00 made payable to Lillian 

Benvenuti and be mailed to 684 Linden Avenue, Ridgefield New Jersey 07657. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved: Attest: 

  

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor    Linda M. Silvestri,  

       Borough Clerk 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Acosta                                                          X 

Penabad          X 

Shim               X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Mayor Suarez   

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Councilman Penabad  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 241-2015 

 

      WHEREAS, the Borough awarded a contract to Accutech Environmental Services in the 

amount of $11,730.00 on October 8, 2012 by Resolution 254-2012 for certain environmental 

remediation services  in connection with the groundwater investigation and cleanup at Willis 

Park; and 

 

      WHEREAS, said project is now complete and there is $1,621.58 unexpended on said 

contract; and 

 

      WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to cancel the balance of said contract: 

 

      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield, that the CFO is and hereby authorized to cancel the outstanding encumbrance on 

Purchase Order 67318 in the amount of $1,621.58 and return that amount to fund balance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved: Attest: 

  

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor    Linda M. Silvestri,  

       Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Acosta                                                          X 

Penabad          X 

Shim               X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Mayor Suarez   

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Councilman Castelli  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 242-2015 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield wishes to enter 

into a Grant Agreement with the County of Bergen for the purpose of using $83,894.00 in 

FY2015/2016 Community Development Block Grant for Improvements to Oak Street; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby authorizes Anthony 

R. Suarez, Mayor to be a signatory to aforesaid Grant Agreement; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby authorizes Frank 

Berardo, CFO to sign all county vouchers submitted in connection with the aforesaid project; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council recognizes that the Borough 

of Ridgefield is liable for any funds not spent in accordance with the Grant Agreement and that 

the liability of the Mayor and Council is in accordance with HUD requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved: Attest: 

  

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor    Linda M. Silvestri,  

       Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Acosta                                                          X 

Penabad          X 

Shim               X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Mayor Suarez   

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Councilman Penabad  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 243-2015 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield entered into the 

Municipal Shared Services Defense Agreement (“MSSDA”) for the purpose as set forth therein, 

which included retaining a common expert in the Declaratory Judgment action (“Litigation”) that 

was filed in accordance with In the Matter of the Adoption of N.J.A.C. 5:96 and 5:97 by the New 

Jersey Council on Affordable Housing, 221 N.J. 1 (2015) (“decision”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the  MSSDA identified R. Robert Burchell, a distinguished professor at 

Rutgers University, as the expert to be retained; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Dr. Burchell became ill and has been unable to complete the obligations 

under the Research Agreement as set forth in the MSSDA; and 

 

 WHEREAS, as a result, Rutgers University has exercised its right to terminate the 

Research Agreement as permitted under its terms; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the MSSDA requires modification to allow the members to retain one or 

more alternative experts, consultants and/or other professionals for the Litigation; and 

 

 WHEREAS, an Amendment to the MSSDA (“Amendment”) has been prepared to 

effectuate the modification; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield recognizes that the 

Litigation requires immediate action and may require further expedited actions by its counsel 

determined to be necessary and appropriate; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield has determined that it 

is in the best interests of the citizens of the Borough of Ridgefield to approve the Amendment, 

and/or to affirm and ratify the Amendment, and to authorize their designated counsel to take 

actions on behalf of the municipality with regard to the multiplicity of issues raised and 

associated with the continued implementation of the MSSDA; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield as follows: 

 

 1. The terms and conditions of the Amendment to MSSDA attached hereto are 

hereby approved, and/or ratified and confirmed. 

 



 2. The Mayor and Borough Clerk be, and are hereby authorized and directed to 

execute the aforesaid Amendment on behalf of the Borough of Ridgefield. 

 

 3. The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield hereby authorizes Jeffrey R. 

Surenian, Esq. to execute on behalf of the Borough of Ridgefield with the approval of the 

Borough’s designated counsel such other agreement(s) as are advisable to effectuate the purposes 

of the MSSDA as amended. 

 

 4. The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield further authorizes its 

designated counsel to approve such other changes to the MSSDA as may be necessary to 

effectuate its purposes, and to take action on behalf of the municipality with regard to the 

multiplicity of issues raised and associated with the implementation of the MSSDA provided that 

the action will not require the municipality to appropriate and commit any additional funding for 

the MSSDA. 

 

 In the event such changes and actions require the Borough of Ridgefield to appropriate 

and commit any additional funding for the MSSDA, the Borough of Ridgefield shall only be 

responsible for such funding if it authorizes same. 

 

 5. If additional monies are needed to effectuate the intent and purpose of the 

MSSDA, no such services shall be authorized by designated counsel without further action from 

the Borough of Ridgefield. 

 

 6. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved: Attest: 

  

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor    Linda M. Silvestri,  

       Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Acosta                                                          X 

Penabad          X 

Shim               X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Mayor Suarez   

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Councilman Acosta 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 244-2015 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that 

 

VICTOR GALFO 

 

be hired as a DPW seasonal employee at the rate of $11.00 per hour effective immediately. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________  _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

   Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Acosta                                                          X 

Penabad          X 

Shim               X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Mayor Suarez   

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Councilman Penabad 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 245-2015 

 

      WHEREAS, the Planning Board Approval of October 19, 2010 for Site Plan Approval 

and Major Subdivision Application of Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary at Mirinae for 

Block 2205, Lot 6, 555 Prospect  Avenue required a Performance Bond in the amount of 

$16,250.40 to insure certain improvements; and 

 

      WHEREAS, the applicant posted a cash performance bond in the amount of $16,250.40 

with the Borough on November 18, 2013; and 

 

      WHEREAS, the Project Engineer having been satisfied that the required improvements 

were satisfactorily completed in accordance with the Planning Board Resolution by letter of 

November 3, 2014 recommends release of said Performance Bond and retain $2,031.30 as a 

Maintenance Bond for a two year period ending November 4, 2016: 

 

      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield that the Borough Clerk is and hereby authorized to release the Performance Bond  in 

the amount of $16,250.40 posted by Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary at Mirinae with the 

Borough of Ridgefield. 

 

      BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Treasurer is instructed to return $14,219.10 to 

the applicant and retain $2,031.30 as a Maintenance Bond for a two year period ending 

November 4, 2016. 

 

 

Approved: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Linda M. Silvestri, 

Borough Clerk 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Acosta                                                          X 

Penabad          X 

Shim               X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Mayor Suarez   

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Mayor Suarez 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 246-2015 

 

      WHEREAS, New Jersey Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act (The Highlands 

Act) was enacted in order to protect the State’s water supplies and other significant resources; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, The Highlands Act was passed with overwhelming bipartisan support in 

both the New Jersey State Senate and New Jersey State Assembly; and 

 

 WHEREAS, subsequently in 2008, the New Jersey Highlands Water Protection and 

Planning Council adopted the New Jersey Highlands Regional Master Plan, and proceeded with 

a program for its implementation through a Plan Conformance process. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Ridgefield is a municipality that receives all or a portion of 

its drinking water from sources within the Highland Region and that the Borough of Ridgefield 

relies of the resources of the Highlands to meet the current and future needs of its residents. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the Borough of 

Ridgefield wishes that it be known that we strongly support the goals, policies and objectives of 

the 2004 Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act and the Highlands Regional Master Plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________  _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

   Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Acosta                                                          X 

Penabad          X 

Shim               X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Mayor Suarez   

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Councilman Castelli 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 247-2015 

 

      WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Grant of $100,000.00 has been 

proposed by the Borough of Ridgefield for the Fiscal Year 2016 CDBG for Edgewater Avenue 

Sewer Repairs in the municipality of Ridgefield Borough; and 

 

      WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, Community Development 

funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by the Governing Body; and 

 

      WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interests of the residents of the Borough 

of Ridgefield; and 

 

      WHERAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the municipality 

and is intended solely to expedite expenditure of the aforesaid CD funds: 

 

      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of the Borough of 

Ridgefield hereby confirm endorsement of the aforesaid project. 

 

      BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to the Director 

of the Bergen County Community Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid 

project may be expedited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________  _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

   Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Acosta                                                          X 

Penabad          X 

Shim               X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Mayor Suarez   

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Councilman Castelli 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 248-2015 

 

      WHEREAS, there is a need for Engineering Services for design services for the repair of 

cracked roof trusses in the Community Center within the Borough of Ridgefield;  and 

 

      WHEREAS, the Borough has previously retained  Jenne Associates, LLC in connection 

with the above named project for $41,000.00 by Resolution 140-2015; and 

 

      WHEREAS, an aggressive completion schedule has required that additional engineer 

involvement and on-site time be provided; and  

 

      WHEREAS, Jenne Associates, LLC has made a proposal dated September 24, 2015 with 

an amount of $12,000.00 which is attached hereto; and 

 

      WHEREAS, these services can be awarded as a professional services contract without the 

need for public bidding: 

 

      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield as follows: 

 

1. Jenne Associates, LLC be and hereby are engaged pursuant to terms of the attached 

proposal, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and they are hereby are authorized 

and directed to execute same on behalf of the Borough. 

 

2. This contract is awarded for the following reasons: there is a need for Engineering 

Services for design services for the repair of cracked roof trusses in the Community Center 

within the Borough of Ridgefield; and services to be rendered constitute a professional 

service as defined by New Jersey law; and Jenne Associates, LLC have expertise and 

credentials to perform the service. 

 

3. The within contract has an anticipated value of less than $17,500 and is, therefore, not 

subject to the provisions of N.J.S.A.19:44-20.4  ET.SEQ. 

 

4. A copy of this resolution and a copy of the attached contract shall be made available 

for public inspection as required by law. 

 

 

 



5. The award of this contract is conditioned on the certification of available funds by the 

Borough’s Chief Financial Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________  _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri 

   Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Acosta                                                          X 

Penabad          X 

Shim               X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Mayor Suarez   

 



 
 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Mayor Suarez  

  

RESOLUTION NO. 249-2015 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor appoints 

  

MICHAEL HANDSCHIN 

 

as Director of the Office of Emergency Management for a three year period beginning 

September 24, 2015 through September 23, 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved: Attest: 

 

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor    Linda M. Silvestri,  

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Acosta             

Penabad           

Shim                

Todd                

Vincentz          

Mayor Suarez   

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Councilman Acosta 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 250-2015 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that Liquor Licenses be issued to the following applicants pursuant 

to an Act of Legislature of the State of New Jersey, entitled, “AN ACT CONCERNING 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES” passed December 6, 1953 and amendments thereto, and the 

Borough Ordinance 498 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGES” adopted July 2, 1946, and amendments thereto, such licenses to expire 

September 18, 2015 and paid to June 30, 2016. 

 

NAME OF LICENSEE ADDRESS STATE LICENSE 

PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION 

 

Texas Steak House 441-445 Broad Avenue  0249-33-001-010 

 Ridgefield, NJ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved: Attest: 

  

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Russell Castelli, Council President   Linda M. Silvestri,  

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Acosta                                                          X 

Penabad          X 

Shim               X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The undersigned, being the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Ridgefield, County of 

Bergen, New Jersey, and the person charged with the responsibility of maintaining financial 

records of said Borough in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:4-57 and the rules of the Local Finance 

Board of the State of New Jersey adopted thereunder, does hereby certify that there are adequate 

funds available for the payment of the attached list of invoices, duly adopted by said Borough, 

and which said list indicates the specific line item of said budget to which expenditures shall be 

charged. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 __________________________________ 

 Frank Berardo, 

 Chief Financial Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 28, 2015 

 

Presented by Councilman Penabad  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 251-2015 

 

      BE IT RESOLVED, that warrants totaling $877,769.29 

be drawn on the following accounts: 

 

  CURRENT $718,630.60 

  TRUST $24,742.52 

  CAPITAL $102,400.00 

  POOL $31,957.77 

  DOG LICENSE $38.40 

     

  TOTAL $877,769.29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________  _____________________________ 

Russell Castelli, Council President  Linda M. Silvestri, 

   Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli           X 

Acosta                                                          X 

Penabad          X 

Shim               X 

Todd               X 

Vincentz         X 

Mayor Suarez   

 


